
The  Mich i gan  Po i son  Cen te r  a t  t h e  Wayne  S t a t e  Un i ve r s i t y  Schoo l  o f  Med i c i ne  i s  i s s u i ng  a

wa rn i ng  conce rn i ng  t h e  pub l i c  hea l t h  t h r ea t  r e l a t ed  t o  a  r e cen t  sp i ke  i n  f a t a l  f e n t any l - r e l a t ed

ove rdoses  i n  bo th  Cass  and  Van  Bu ren  coun t i e s .  These  dea th s  have  a l r e ady  equa l ed  o r

su rpa s sed  t o t a l s  f r om  2020 .

Fen t any l  i s  a  h i gh l y  po ten t  s yn t he t i c  op io i d  used  t o  t r e a t  pa t i en t s  w i t h  seve r e  pa i n .  I t  i s

app ro x ima t e l y  100  t imes  more  po ten t  t h an  morph i ne  and  50  t imes  more  po ten t  t h an  he ro i n .

Fen t any l  can  cause  seve r e  s ymp toms ,  i n c l ud i ng  seda t i on ,  s l owed  o r  absen t  b rea t h i ng ,  and

coma .  Use r s  may  no t  be  awa re  o f  t h e  p re sence  o f  f e n t any l  i n  r e c r ea t i ona l  and  i l l i c i t  d rug

supp l i e s ,  i n c l ud i ng  he ro i n  and  coca i ne .  Fen t any l  has  been  subs t i t u t ed  f o r  va r i ou s  op io i d s

such  as  oxycodone  bough t  i l l i c i t l y  o r  on  t h e  I n t e r ne t .  Unexpec t ed  f e n t any l ,  espec i a l l y  when

m i xed  w i t h  o r  subs t i t u t ed  f o r  o the r  med i ca t i on s ,  pu t s  t h e  unexpec t i ng  use r  a t  h i gh  r i s k  f o r

d r ug - r e l a t ed  r e sp i r a t o r y  f a i l u r e  w i t h  subsequen t  b r a i n  damage  o r  dea th .

The  Mich i gan  Po i son  Cen te r  s t r ong l y  sugges t s  ob t a i n i ng  t h e  op io i d  an t agon i s t  na l o xone  i n

ca se  o f  i n adve r t en t  ove rdose .  P l ea se  con t ac t  t h e  Subs t ance  Abuse  and  Men ta l  Hea l t h

Se r v i ces  Admin i s t r a t i on  a t  800 -662 -4357  t o  f i nd  r e sou r ces  and  connec t  w i t h  l o ca l

s ubs t ance  abuse  t r e a tmen t  cen t e r s .  You  may  a l so  ca l l  Neve r  Use  A lone  a t  800 -484 -3731  o r

v i s i t  Neve rUseA lone . com  f o r  he l p .

Ca l l  911  immed i a t e l y  i f  you  suspec t  someone  has  used  a  f e n t any l - l a ced  subs t ance  and  i s

no t  b rea t h i ng .  Na lo xone  may  be  l i f e - sav i ng ,  bu t  i s  no t  a  r ep l acemen t  f o r  eme rgency  med i ca l

c a r e .  Fo r  ques t i on s  r ega rd i ng  f e n t any l  o r  any  o the r  subs t ances ,  ca l l  t h e  Mich i gan  Po i son

Cen t e r  a t  1 -800 -222 -1222 .  Hea l t h  ca r e  p ro f e s s i ona l s  seek i ng  i n f o rma t i on  and /o r  t r e a tmen t

r ecommenda t i on s  f o r  s ymp toms  r e l a t ed  t o  t h i s  o r  any  o the r  subs t ance  can  r eques t  t o  speak

w i t h  boa rd -ce r t i f i ed  t o x i co l og i s t s .

C l i n i c i an s  who  suspec t  cases  t h a t  may  be  r e l a t ed  t o  f e n t any l  shou l d  ca l l  t h e  Mich i gan  Po i son

Cen t e r .  P l ea se  a l so  r epo r t  any  cases  t o  t h e  Mich i gan  Depa r tmen t  o f  Hea l t h  and  Human

Se r v i ce s  Drug  Po i son i ng  Su r ve i l l a nce  Team  a t  MDHHS -MODASu rve i l l ance@mich igan .gov .

The  Mich igan  Po i son  Cen te r  i s  ava i l ab l e  day  o r  n i gh t ,  eve r y  day  o f  t h e  yea r .  I f  you  have

ques t i on s  o r  conce rn s  abou t  subs t ance  use ,  d rug  sa f e t y ,  o r  any  o the r  po i son - r e l a t ed  i s s ue ,

c a l l  1 -800 -222 -1222 .
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